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VELCH, Chairnman; NUGENT and HUNT, Commi ssioners

1. SUMMARY

In this Notice, we initiate an inquiry to obtain information
on the load profiling and settlenent functions that mght be
necessary for regulated transmssion and distribution (T&D)
utilities to provide efficient retail access wthout expensive
met eri ng and communi cati ons equi pnment .

11. BACKGROUND

The Legislature recently enacted |egislation® that grants,
effective March 1, 2000, all consunmers of electricity the right
to purchase generation services from conpetitive electricity
providers. W initiate this Inquiry to consider nethods to
estimate the hourly energy and demand requirenents of electricity
custoners in a retail access environnent. Such nethods are often
referred to generically as “load profiling,” but there are no
met hodol ogi cal standards. As explained below, Iload profiling
appears necessary to suppl enent exi sting nmetering and
communi cations technologies for providing the hourly and daily
custonmer load information that will be required to inplenent
retail conpetition.

When retail conpetition begins, Load Serving Entities (LSEs)
in Maine will have to coordinate with I ndependent System Qperator
New England Inc. (1SO to schedule generator dispatch? and
transm ssion services. FEach day, LSEs will notify the 1SO of its
expected | oads for the follow ng day and the generators that wll
be dispatched to serve them Thirty-six hours after that day,
LSEs nust provide the 1SO with actual hourly energy consunption
figures. The 1SOw Il use the actual consunption information to

1“An Act to Restructure the State's Electric Industry” (ACT). P.L. 1997, Ch. 316.
21n New Engl and generator dispatch and transm ssion scheduling services for the
entire region are perforned through the newy created | SO
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perform its nonthly energy settlenent process. Rel atively few
power neters in Maine provide the hourly information necessary
for the 1SO settlenment processs. Fewer still are equipped wth
communi cations technologies that will allow tinmely comrunication
of the data. We expect that when retail conpetition begins in
Maine there will be only tw existing sources of the hourly
information. The first will be the bulk power delivery neters at
the interfaces of the T&D utilities service territories. The
second wll be from large custonmers who already have
sophisticated netering technology and for whom the added
comruni cations costs are economcally justified. When act ual
hourly energy consunption figures are reported to the 1SO the
sum of smaller custoners’ estimted |oads and neasured | oads of
| arger custonmers nust equal the readings of the bulk power
delivery neters. In this inquiry we consider establishing a
process to ensure that this occurs.

I11. ISSUES FOR COMMENT

W invite interested persons to comrent on the follow ng
issues, and on any additional 1issues the Comm ssion should
address in this proceedi ng.

A Exi sting | nvest or and Consuner Owned Electric

Uilities:

1. Were are the physical |ocations of the bulk power
neters on your systenf
2. Pl ease di scuss the state of your existing | oad research

dat a:

a. Descri be any existing hourly data or ongoing | oad
research that would enable you to estimate the
coi nci dent and non- coi nci dent peak ener gy
consunption of all of your existing custoner
cl asses;

b. Descri be the vintage, |evel of detail, and quality

of the data;

C. | ndi cate whet her your |oad data for each of these
custoner classes or subgroups include historic
actual daily and hourly wusage for an entire
weat her nornalized year;

3In the nmonthly settlenment process, the 1SO adm nisters the billing process which
assures that energy producers are paid for their production by those who consuned or
sold it.
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d. Do you have load data that would allow you to
estimate the hourly coincident peak energy
consunption of custoners aggregated into groups
other than existing custonmer <classes (e.g.
electric space and water heat, |ighting, grocery
store, etc.); and

e. How many existing customer electric nmeters are on
your system and what percent of your total |oad
have the capability to produce hourly reads? How
many of these are tel enetered?

B. For all Interested Persons:

1. What nunber of custoner subgroups would provide the
nost econom cally appropriate | evel of detail?

2. What is the best nethod to reconcile the hourly and
daily estimated | oads of unregulated LSEs to the actual
bul kK power neter readings of the regulated T& utility
conpani es? \Wy?

3. Shoul d di fferences between actual periodic readings of
custoner nmeters and the estimates wused in the
settl enment process be reconciled? iif so, how should

this be done?

4. Should T&D utilities furnish LSEs with a day ahead
forecast of |oads? Should this service be paid for by
T&D ratepayers, or should it be provided as a fee based
service to conpetitive LSEs?

5. How shoul d the | oads of custoners who have hourly neter
reading capability be incorporated into the |oad
estimation process?

6. Are there situations in which the release of custoner
load profile data could trigger <confidentiality
concerns? |f so, how should this be resol ved?

7. Wul d there be any uni que problens for LSEs transacting
business in parts of Maine that are not electrically
contiguous with the NEPOOL system (i.e. would it be a
probl em maki ng these sorts of transactions through the
New Brunswi ck Power Pool)?

8. How frequently should | oad profil es be adjusted?
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9. Are separate load profiles necessary for each existing
utility service territory, or can statew de generic
| oad profiles be devel oped?

10. What entity 1is responsible for the accuracy of
esti mat es?

11. Are there any problens associated with T&D conpany’s
adm nistering the load profile estimation process if it
is al so engaged (through an affiliate) in the provision
of conpetitive LSE services?

12. Should a forml di spute resolution process Dbe
established as part of this investigation and rul emak-
ing? Please provide as nuch definition of the process
as you can.

I nterested persons may participate in this inquiry by filing
a letter stating their interest in this proceeding no |later than
Decenber 15, 1997. The letter should be addressed to Dennis L.
Keschl, Adm nistrative Director and include the docket nunber,

Docket No. 97-861. The Commission will then issue a service
list. Al'l subsequent filings nmust be served to all interested
parties on the service |list. Interested persons may file
substantive comments by January 22, 1998. W will convene a
meeting wth parties on February 11, 1998, to discuss the
comments received. W will initiate a formal rul emaking before
May 30, 1998.

Accordi ngly, W
ORDER

1. That an inquiry shall be opened as described in
t he body of this Notice;

2. That this Notice shall be sent to all electric
utilities in the State of M ne;

3. That this Notice shall be sent to parties who have
shown an interest in the provision of retail electric
servi ce;

4. That this Notice shall be sent to the service |i st
of electric restructuring, Docket No. 95-462; and

5. That this Notice of inquiry will also be posted on
the Comm ssion’s website, http://ww/ state. ne.us/npuc
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Dat ed at Augusta, Maine this 2nd Day of Decenber 1997.

COWM SSI ONERS VOTI NG FOR:

BY ORDER OF THE COWM SSI ON

Dennis L. Keschl
Acting Adm nistrative Director

Wl ch
Nugent
Hunt



